SAMPLE LESSON PLAN FORM


	COURSE:

U.S. History I – pre-discovery to 1877
	LESSON TITLE:

Andersonville Prison:  A Civil War Economic Microcosm

	Topic Overview:

In this lesson students examine how a group of civil war prisoners developed an economic system within their camp, a system designed to allocate scarce resources.
	GRADE LEVEL:

5th, 7th and 10th 
	Estimated Time:
1 class period

	Content Standard(s):

COS 5-12;  7-7;  7-8; 10-10

CONCEPTS 

· Scarcity 

· Economic Wants 

· Command Economic Systems 

· Market Economic Systems 

· Markets and Prices 



	Testing Objective Correlation:

SAT10 – Draw a conclusion using multiple perspectives

· Analyze a function of the judicial system

· Understand an economic concept

· Recognize an economic concept

· Analyze the influence of demand

General Objectives:

Students will be able to: 

1. Identify the condition of scarcity at Andersonville Prison 

2. Develop solutions to the problems of scarcity at Andersonville Prison 

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of economic systems in finding solutions to problems of scarcity 


	Personal Financial Literacy Standards:

Money-Management - #1 – describe how limited personal financial resources affect the choices people make

#2 identify the opportunity cost of financial decisions

#4 apply a decision-making process to personal financial choices

Benchmark – 4:1 – People make choices because they have limited financial resources and cannot have everything they want

4:3 – A decision-making process can help make money decisions

8:1 – Financial choices that people make have benefits, costs, and future consequences



	Materials/Equipment/Technology Resources:
http://ecedweb.unomaha.edu/lessons/f  ecedweb.unomaha.edu (click “ K-12 teach,” then “6-12 economics,” “classroom lessons” )
Activity 1 "Andersonville Prison" 

Activity 2 "Andersonville Economic Wants--Command Solutions" 

Activity 3 "Andersonville Economic Wants--Market Solutions" 

Activity 4 "Andersonville - What Really Happened" 

Visual 1 "Economic Concepts" 



	Procedures/Activities/Learning Experiences:

LESSON DESCRIPTION
The lesson gives students an opportunity to recognize the conditions faced by the prisoners of war at Andersonville during the Civil War. Students will join others to develop a method for providing the economic wants of the Andersonville prisoners through either a market or command economy. The activity helps the students to recognize how different economic systems can solve the same problems differently. 

PROCEDURE 

1. Warm-up – Brainstorm “Scarcity.”  Discuss warm up and then explain to the class that this lesson focuses on how prisoners at Andersonville, a Civil War prison for Union troops, developed an economic system to deal with the problems of scarcity. Distribute Activity 1 for students to read; check for comprehension after reading is complete. (Activity 1 could also be assigned as homework prior to lesson.) 

2. Review with students the concepts pertaining to economic systems, command economy, market economy, and scarcity using Visual 1. 

3. Tell students that they will be developing an economic system for this Civil War prison camp. To decide on a command or market economic system, they will need to refer to Activity 1. Their economic system should best provide the prisoners with food, clothing and shelter, and other basic human wants. 

4. Distribute one of the six cards in Activities 2 and 3 to each student. Each card will indicate a want that the prisoners had at the prison camp. In the space provided, each student should propose a method for providing this want using the economic system indicated. Have students complete their cards individually. 

5. Next have students with similar cards work together, i.e. all students with food/command system, etc., compare their solutions. There will be six groups to cover the three economic wants as provided by the two systems. 

6. Once a solution has been developed for individual wants by the six groups, have each group report their solutions to the rest of the class. In their presentations be certain the representatives describe: 

· How are basic economic questions answered? 

· How will the prison administration utilize the human resources available? 

· What can be done to support prisoners by creating new wealth and increasing production? 

CLOSURE 

Distribute Activity 4, ask students to read it, underlining those aspects of the Andersonville economy that reflect a command approach and circling those aspects that reflect a market approach. Have students share their ideas to extend their understanding of these two types of economic systems. 

Pose this question: "Is it appropriate to label the Andersonville system as a market economy?" Have students discuss this in small groups. Help students understand that this economic system, like many contemporary economic systems, was a mixture of market and command economic systems. 



	Assessment:

Have students create a financial decision plan detailing the steps that they will take to make wise money decisions.  



	Optional Enrichment:




VISUAL 1

ECONOMIC CONCEPTS

Economic System: a collection of laws, institutions and activities, that provide a framework for economic decision-making 

Command Economy: economic decision-making is made largely by a government authority 

Market Economy: economic decision-making is made by individuals in the marketplace that reflects supply and demand 

Scarcity: limited quantities of resources that are never enough to satisfy human wants 
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VISUAL 1

ECONOMIC CONCEPTS

Economic System: a collection of laws, institutions and activities, that provide a framework for economic decision-making 

Command Economy: economic decision-making is made largely by a government authority 

Market Economy: economic decision-making is made by individuals in the marketplace that reflects supply and demand 

Scarcity: limited quantities of resources that are never enough to satisfy human wants 
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ACTIVITY 2

ANDERSONVILLE ECONOMIC WANTS

COMMAND SOLUTIONS
	FOOD

The only basic necessity Confederate authorities provided for was food. Official rations, however, were grossly inadequate. As prisoner numbers grew, the quality and quantity of rations grew poorer and poorer. Dirty black pea soup, a small supply of hardtack, and a two-inch square of cornbread were a typical daily ration. There were days in which no rations at all were distributed. Often, available rations were uncooked and the prisoners had to cook for themselves. 
	COMMAND SOLUTION

	SHELTER

The prison pen covered 26.5 acres of land enclosed by a 15 foot-high stockade with dimensions 1,620' by 779'. As many as 33,000 men were contained in this area. This gave each prisoner an area of only 4 square yards. Many hundreds of prisoners were without shelter of any kind to protect them from rain, sun, heat, or cold. With the sky for a roof, the discomfort and suffering caused by a lack of shelter was terrible. 
	COMMAND SOLUTION

	CLOTHING

Inadequate clothing added to the discomfort of the Andersonville inmates. Prisoners who needed clothing could expect no help from their captors who could not even adequately clothe their own Confederate army. Extremely dirty, tattered, or no clothing at all was common among the prisoners. 
	COMMAND SOLUTION


Cut into three separate cards.
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ACTIVITY 3

ANDERSONVILLE ECONOMIC WANTS

MARKET SOLUTIONS
	FOOD

The only basic necessity Confederate authorities provided was food. Official rations, however, were grossly inadequate. As prisoner numbers grew, the quality and quantity of rations grew poorer and poorer. Dirty black pea soup, a small supply of hardtack, and a two-inch square of cornbread were a typical daily ration. There were days in which no rations were distributed. Often, available rations were uncooked and the prisoners had to cook for themselves.
	MARKET SOLUTIONS

	SHELTER

The prison pen covered 26.5 acres of land enclosed by a 15 foot-high stockade. Dimensions of 1,620' by 779' were forced to house as much as 32.000 men. This gave each prisoner an area of only 4 square yards. Many hundreds of prisoners were without shelter of any kind to protect them from rain, sun, heat, or cold. With the sky for a roof, the discomfort and suffering caused by a lack of shelter was terrible.
	MARKET SOLUTIONS

	CLOTHING

Inadequate clothing added to the discomfort of the Andersonville inmates. Prisoners who needed clothing could expect no help from their captors who could not even adequately clothe their own Confederate army. Extremely dirty, tattered, or no clothing at all was common among the prisoners.
	MARKET SOLUTIONS


Cut into three separate cards
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ACTIVITY 4

ANDERSONVILLE--WHAT REALLY HAPPENED

The rations provided by the Confederacy were not the only resources made available to the prisoners. Goods and money flowed into the stockade from newly captured prisoners, local civilians, and guards looking to make a profit. It was by these methods that inmates, whose daily rations were at best meager, were able to add to their diet. Food, clothing and supplies were traded with guards, or local patrons. With the availability of these limited resources, all that remained was a system for the division of these goods among the population. 

Inside the Andersonville prison, a group of prisoners called the Raiders banded together to improve their situation by preying on fellow prisoners. By operating in large groups, the Raiders were able to steal food, money, clothing and property by force. Prison authorities did nothing to stop the Raiders from attacking fellow inmates. New prisoners with good clothes, blankets, jewelry, and money were the favorite prey of the thieves. After selecting a victim, they would seize his possessions, club any friends who tried to assist him, and flee. One new shipment of 2000 new prisoners were dressed in new uniforms and carried well-filled knapsacks and large sums of money. Kindly appearing men would offer to show newcomers where they could sleep. Then during the night, they would come back and rob them. 

Finally, in July of 1864, a group of prisoners known as the 'Regulators' banded together to oppose the Raiders. The Raiders were rounded up and held captive with the commander’s permission. They were then put on trial for their deeds and six who were identified as the ring-leaders were hung. The Regulators continued to patrol the camp and, according to many, adopted some of the plundering mannerisms of the Raiders. 

Like most cities (Andersonville was the fifth largest "city" in the Confederacy), it included a host of tradesmen and merchants. There were representatives of many occupations. Barbers and laundries flourished. There were dentists, doctors, watchmakers, bakers, tailors, and many a cobbler repairing rotting shoes. 

Prisoners who had money could buy almost anything imaginable to eat. James Selman's shanty periodically offered cucumbers, watermelons, muskmelons, onions, and potatoes. Selman's prices were high because he paid enormous premiums to the farmers and women who brought their produce and baked goods to the camp. (He still made a profit). Selmans' sutlery, was only the most obvious of several grocery alternatives. Over 200 small businesses operated on Market Street inside of the stockade. Full time vendors cried out "who wants wood?", and "Here goes a bully dress coat, only $4." 
Andersonville Prison, Microcosm: Economics Lesson 

