SAMPLE LESSON PLAN FORM


	COURSE:
U.S. History I – pre-discovery to present
	LESSON TITLE:  Slater’s Mill:
Industrialization in early America

	Topic Overview:  
Students will explore early industrialization in America and analyze the benefits and costs of spending decisions.  
	GRADE LEVEL:  5th and 10th 
	Estimated Time:
1 class period

	Testing Objective Correlation:

SAT10 – Recognize the impact of technological innovations

· analyze the causes of community change over time

· understand an economic concept

· recognize an economic concept



	Personal Financial Literacy Standards: 

Spending and Credit Standard #1:  Compare the benefits and costs of spending decisions.

    Benchmark 4-3:  Every spending decision has an opportunity cost.

Saving and Investing Standard #2:  Describe reasons for saving and reasons for investing.

    Benchmark 4-2:  Every saving decision has an opportunity cost.

    Benchmark 8-4:  Compound interest is earned on both principal and previously  

    earned interest.    

Money Management Standard #7:  Design a plan for earning, spending, saving,   and investing.

    Benchmark 4-4:  A budget is a plan for spending and saving income



	

	Materials/Equipment/Technology Resources:

Copies of information about the positive and negative effects of Slater Mill on American

society, such as those available at:

– www.slatermill.org

– thesaltysailor.com/rhodeisland/state4.htm

– www.woonsocket.org/slatervillagelife.html

– www.si.edu/lemelson/centerpieces/whole_cloth/u2ei/u2materials/eiTessay.html

• Writing paper



	Procedures/Activities/Learning Experiences:

Warm-up – Brainstorm – “Industrialization”   Discuss warm-up
1. Introduce students to the history of Slater Mill:

Slater Mill was an early American textile mill named after its founder, Samuel Slater.

Slater is often noted as the father of the American Industrial Revolution. At the end of the

1700s, Samuel Slater was a young man working in a cotton-spinning mill in England.

While the textile industry was fairly advanced in England by this point, it was also becoming

extremely overcrowded. Due to British laws, machinery was not able to be transported

from England to the United States and thus the machinery used in mills in the

United States was still relatively primitive. Slater believed that in the United States he

would be able to use his knowledge of textile machinery and mill management to make his

own fortune.

When Slater moved to the United States, he learned of two men, Moses Brown and

William Almy, who were trying to revolutionize the textile industry. Slater came to these

men with a plan to rebuild their machines and redesign their mill into a more efficient

operation. Through his work, Slater developed the first successful cotton-spinning mill in

the United States. This mill was central to the launch of the Industrial Revolution and to

the growth of a young nation.

2. Explain that, independently, students will closely examine the history surrounding this mill

and will identify both the positive and negative effects of its existence. Provide students

with a reading that shows Slater Mill’s positive and negative effects on American society.

3. Direct the students to read this information. Ask half of the students to list the positive

effects of Slater Mill on American society and the other half to list the negative effects.

4. After the students have completed the individual portion of the assignment, assign each

student a partner who examined the opposite viewpoint. In their pairs, students should

share and debate the information they have discovered regarding the Slater Mill.

5. Regroup and pose the question, “If someone were to commemorate the Industrial Revolution

with a special coin, how would you feel about the image of Slater Mill in the coin’s

design?”

6. Independently, students will write a persuasive essay in which they clearly state whether

they are for or against the image of Slater Mill as part of a coin design and why they

maintain this belief



	Assessment:

Have students answer the following:  

What were the benefits of Slater’s work?   When is it better to spend money and when is it better to save money?

	Optional Enrichment:




