SAMPLE LESSON PLAN FORM


	COURSE:

World History to 1500
	LESSON TITLE:
Along the Silk Road

	Topic Overview:

Explain the importance of the Silk Road and analyze risk
	GRADE LEVEL:

 8th 
	Estimated Time:
1-2 class period

	Content Standard(s):

8th Course of Study #8


	Testing Objective Correlation:
SAT10 – identify the factors involved in human settlements

· analyze geographic factors involved in the establishment of early settlements

· explain the influence of movements of peoples in medieval Asia

· recognize the factors that influence migration

· apply economic terms

· understand an economic concept


	Personal Financial Literacy Standards:

Money-Management - #6 – describe how insurance and other risk-management strategies protect against financial loss
Benchmark – 8:5 – Risk management strategies including risk avoidance, risk control, and risk transfer through insurance.

	Procedures/Activities/Learning Experiences:

Warm-up
Hold up a silk scarf, tie, or blouse and ask, "How far do you think I traveled to buy this item?" (Allow students to guess.) Tell the students that there was a time when people were willing to travel 7,000 miles to buy silk. Show them the book cover of The Silk Route. 

Activities: 
1.  Have the students use an atlas to locate China on a political map. Help them to identify some of the cities in China. Have them locate the western part of China. Ask them to think of reasons why there are not many major cities in western China. Have the student turn to the physical map of China in the atlas. Help them to read the elevation key to discover that there are very high mountains and plateaus in the western part of China. Ask them to use information from the map to explain why few major cities developed in this part of China. (The mountains are too hard to cross; it is difficult to build well on steep slopes; it is hard to transport goods over the mountains.) 

2. Have the students work in pairs to point to the far western edge of Turkey and mark the location with a small button. Have them point to the curved part of the Huang He (Yellow River) west of Beijing, China and mark it with a second button. 

3. Say: "We are going back in time to the year 700, about 1,300 years ago. Suppose you wanted to travel between the places that you have marked on the map. There are no cars, trains, buses or airplanes. With your partner, plan a route that will let you travel from one of the locations to the other. Remember, there are physical obstacles in your way." 

4. Allow time for the pairs of students to discuss the different routes that they could use. When they are ready, have some groups share their plans. Discuss which routes might take the shortest or longest time, which might be most dangerous, and which might be impossible at different times of the year because of climate. 

5. Tell the students that some traders in the year 700 were making this very same decision about ways to travel in that part of the world. Show the map of the silk route in The Silk Route and ask students to explain why the traders did not travel in a straight path between the two locations. (There were high mountains and deserts in the way of a straight path. The traders would try to follow the easiest path through or around the barriers.) 

6. Set up the classroom as follows to be a model of the silk route: 

a. Prepare "place" cards. 

b. Set the "place" cards on desks around the room, to be visited in this order: (1) Chang'an, (2) Dunhuang, (3) Taklimakan Desert (place the bowl of sand here), (4) Kashgar (place a cup of water here), (5) Pamir Mountains (place this sign on a chair covered with a small blanket), (6) Tashkent, (7) Transoxiana, (8) Herat, (9) Baghdad, (10) Damascus, (11) Tyre, (12) Byzantium. 

c. Prepare the "goods" cards.
d. Put the "goods" cards at the stops as indicated below: 

Stop (1) silk cloth, grain, porcelain, rhubarb, herbal medicines
Stop (2) herds of horses
Stop (3) Bactrian camels
Stop (4) fruit (dates, raisins), jade Stop (5) no goods cards are placed here, but place a Danger! sign here
Stop (6) horses, metalworks, glass, musical instruments
Stop (7) no goods cards are placed here, but place a Danger! sign here
Stop (8) metalworks, glassware, carpets, spices, dyed cloth, dromedary camels
Stop (9) gold, ivory, spices, cotton cloth, spices, pearls, precious stones
Stop (10) bolts of silk
Stop (11) ships
Stop (12) no goods cards here 

e. Prepare the role cards.  Distribute one  role card to each student with a piece of masking tape. Have each student tape a role card onto his/her shirts. (If there are students remaining, have each of them make a label that reads Chinese Merchant or Chinese Official.) Have the students position themselves at the follow stops as you prepare to read the book. 

i. Three Chinese merchants (or more), 2 Chinese Government Officials (or more), silkworm grower, farmer 

ii. Buddhist religious leader 

iii. merchant 

iv. merchant 

v. no role cards here 

vi. merchant 

vii. nomad, bandit 

viii. Persian merchant, Indian merchant 

ix. Arab merchant, African slave, Indian merchant 

x. Arab merchant 

xi. sailor 

xii. nobleman, Orthodox Christian Religious leader, Russian prince 

As you read the story, have the students play their roles by exchanging "goods" cards and moving along the "silk route" as the story indicates. 

f. Discuss the following questions 

· What were some of the natural, capital, and human resources used in the silk industry: 

Natural Resources

Capital Resources

Human Resources

silkworm cocoons

pot for boiling water

silkworm growers

mulberry trees

spinning machine

traders

caravan guides

camel drivers

· What goods were traded along the silk route? Which goods probably satisfied needs and which goods probably satisfied wants? 

Wants

Needs

porcelain

carpet

grain

rhubarb

glassware

spices

pearls

metal ware

cotton cloth

silk cloth

musical instruments

fruit

ivory

jade

herds of horses

gold

· Why did people trade goods instead of producing what they wanted? (People in different parts of the world had different resources. People in each area produced what they had the resources-especially the natural resources-to produce and traded for other goods they wanted.) 

· Why did Kashgar grow into an important city along the silk route? (This location offered an oasis in the desert. The traders needed to stop her for water and food.) 

· Why did so many merchants meet at Baghdad and Damascus? (These cities grew into important hubs of transportation and trading. Merchants could find many kinds of goods at these locations.) 

· If there were no high plateaus, deserts, and mountains in the western part of China, which cities might not have developed as stops on the silk route? (Tashkent, Kashgar, and Dunhuang may not have developed. Cities might have developed in a straighter path between the ends of the silk route.) 

· What cultural aspects were diffused as the traders went back and forth between the stops on the silk route? (Religious ideas; political ideas; clothing styles; architectural styles; artwork; military tactics) 
g. Discuss insurance describing how insurance and other risk-management strategies protect against financial loss.  Discuss the types of insurance available.  Divide students into groups.  Each group of students will act as an insurance company.  Groups first should name their companies.  Groups are to devise an insurance program to “sell” to entities on the Silk Road.   (You may wish to allow each group freedom to choose type of insurance or you may want to assign each group a different type of insurance to sell, i.e., business, property, travel)  Groups present insurance proposals.  (This may be done as commercials.  You may want to show the class a commercial for an insurance company before you began this event.)



	Assessment:

Have the students answer the following questions

· How would the individuals on the Silk Road have benefited from insurance?

·  What role did the Silk Road have in the movements of peoples in medieval Asia?



	Optional Enrichment:




