SAMPLE LESSON PLAN FORM


	COURSE:

World History to 1500
	LESSON TITLE:

Trade in Africa

	Topic Overview:

Students will study trade routes in North Africa and calculate the efficiency of methods of transportation and analyze the costs
	GRADE LEVEL:

 8th 
	Estimated Time:
1 class period

	Content Standard(s):

8th Course of Study #13


	Testing Objective Correlation:
SAT10 – identify the factors involved in human settlements

· recognize factors that influence migration

· apply economic terms

· identify features of mediums of exchange

· understand an economic concept


	Personal Financial Literacy Standards:

Money Management #1 Explain how limited personal financial resources affect the choices people make.
   #3 – Discuss the importance of taking responsibility for personal financial decisions

   #4  apply a decision-making process to personal financial choices

Benchmarks  4:1 – people make choices because of they have limited financial resources and cannot have everything they want

   4:3 – a decision-making process can help people make money decisions

   8:1 – financial choices that people make have benefits, costs, and future consequences.

   8:5 – risk management strategies include risk avoidance, risk control and risk transfer through insurance

   12:1  financially responsible individuals accept the fact that they are accountable for their financial future
   12:2 –attitudes and values affect financial decisions

   12:5 – a personal financial plan should include the following components:  financial goals, a net worth statement, an income and expense record, an insurance plan, a saving and investing plan, and a budget.  



	Materials/Equipment/Technology Resources:
· Visuals of African trade routes – use attached, textbook resources or ones downloaded from internet (www.worldhistoryteacher.org; http://worldhistoryteacher.org/trade_networks/resources_trade.htm)
· Reading activity of trade in Africa

· Student handouts on transportation activities 

If engaging students in optional grab bag activity, then the following materials are needed:

· one brown paper lunch bag per student 

· items for grab bags (homework passes, small items of candy, pens or pencils, coupons from local fast food places, movies, etc. 

allocate various levels of resources in bags – one bag with a lot of “good” items, one bag with poor resources (a piece of broken chalk, a paperclip, etc.),  other bags should have varying degrees of items.  If time, you may wish to put items in the bags that represent items traded in Africa during the time period (fake gold pieces, costume jewelry, salt packs, cloth, etc.)


	Procedures/Activities/Learning Experiences:

1.  Brainstorm – “standard of living”  
2.  (Optional) Grab Bag Activity 

                 Have enough grab bags for each student.  Allow students to select one bag.  Students should look in bags and without letting anyone else know what is in the bag, rate the level of satisfaction (on a scale of 1-10 with 10 being highly satisfied).  Record satisfaction levels.  Next allow students to trade with others who are seated next to them.  Then have students rate level of satisfaction and record information.   Next allow students to trade with anyone in the room.  Have students rate levels of satisfaction and record.   Discuss results.  (Generally, the rate of satisfaction goes up with each trade.  Sometimes, those with the poorer bags actually have their levels of satisfaction go down as they see what others have.)  Discuss the benefits of trade and how those students with limited resources had limited options.  
3.  Explain trade across the Sahara Desert from the 9th to the 12th centuries  

4.  Students view a visual of trade routes in West Africa

5.  Either have students read independently about trade in Africa or read to the students
6. Discuss how limited resources affected the choices made.

7.  Discuss how the standard of living increased with increased trade.  Relate to brainstorming.  

8.  Divide the students into pairs and have them calculate “pound miles” for transportation alternatives.  
-  groups analyze choices

- groups calculate the costs of transporting materials using different methods

- analyze results

9.  Discuss group work.  
10.  Closure Activity – Discussion relating trade in Africa to limited choices people have with their own financial resources.  



	Assessment:

Have students write an article for the following headline “Limited Personal Financial Resources Affect the Choices People Make.”
   

	Optional Enrichment:

Basics of Saving and Investing, Unit 3, “Investment Choices”, for additional information and exercises (Alabama Securities Commission).



12th Century African Trade  - Visual 
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AFRICAN EMPIRES  Visual 
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VISUAL OF AFRICAN LANDSCAPE 
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AFRICAN TRADE DIAGRAM
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AFRICAN EMPIRES
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TRADE IN AFRICA


By 200 A.D., trade across the Sahara Desert had existed for centuries.  However, this trade was both infrequent and irregular because of the harsh desert conditions.  Animals such as donkeys, oxen and horses could not travel very far in the Sahara without water.  During the third century, a nomadic group started using camels who could cover longer distances and travel over a week without water.  After the use of camels, new trade routes developed across the desert.  Trade increased.   The two most important trade items were gold and salt.  This led to more traders traveling from North Africa across the Sahara Desert to the savanna and the rain forest areas of West Africa.    

Those traders who traveled across the Sahara Desert faced many hardships and dangers.  It was difficult to travel the long distance (about 1,800 kilometers from north to south).   The routes were not marked.  Water was hard to find.  Sandstorms were common in the desert.  And, it was very hot in the summer with temperatures as high as 120 degrees.  


As traders reached the savanna region just south of the Sahara, they continued to encounter many obstacles.  The roads were not paved.  The rivers were either flooded or too shallow to travel.  Diseases were spread by insects like the tsetse fly which infected travelers and animals with the fatal sleeping sickness.  

Traders would often travel in groups.  They would begin in North Africa and carry goods by camel caravans towards the growing trading empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai.  As they reached the edge of the Sahara, they would transfer goods to oxen or donkeys to make the trip across the savanna.  When they reached the rain forest area, they would unload the goods and transfer them to humans who carried the goods on their heads.  


Extensive trade networks developed in Africa because regions had things that other regions needed or wanted.  

TRANSPORTATION CHOICES
Method


Capacity in Pounds

Miles


Pound Miles








Per Day

Human


60



20


____________

 (on head)

Donkey


100



20


____________

Ox



200



20


____________

Camel



400



25


____________

Canoe



500



38


____________

Ox Cart


600



20


____________

TRANSPORTATION COSTS
Use the information from above and compute the approximate costs for several of the methods of transportation.  

1. Camels cost about five tiems as much as donkeys.  Assume each camel is $5.00 and each donkey is $1.00.

2. One driver was needed for every four camels.

3. One driver was needed for every five donkeys.

4. Some workers were paid .07 per day.

· Assume that a cargo of 8,000 pounds had to be transported 500 miles.  What would be the total cost for a camel caravan?  A donkey caravan?

· How much would the same trip cost if humans head-loaders were used?

