ALABAMA ASSOCIATION

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS STUDENTS OF AMERICA

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I.  NAME

The name of this association shall be Alabama Association of Health Occupations Students of America.  However, the acronym, HOSA, may be officially used to designate the association, its units or members thereof.

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

The purpose of this association is to foster programs and activities that will develop:

A. Physical, mental, and social well being of the individual.

B. Leadership, character, and citizenship.

C. Ethical practices and respect for the dignity of work.

ARTICLE III. MEMBERS

Section 1.

 The chartered state association of Health Occupations Students of America is    composed of, by and for students of Health Science.  It shall consist of local chapters affiliated of the state.

Section 2.

Members shall be students who are enrolled in a secondary, post secondary, or colligate Healthcare career program, or related health professions curriculum.  Persons associated with or participating in Health Science in a professional capacity may also be members. Individuals shall be eligible for membership through a charter form National Headquarters.

Section 3.  Classes of membership are:

A. Active Members

These shall be Health Science students enrolled in institutions who are in good standing in local chartered HOSA Chapter. An active member shall pay dues as established by the local, state and national organization and may be eligible to hold a local, state and national office, and participate in national competitive events and to serve as a state or national voting delegate.

B.  Professional Membership

These shall be persons associated with or participating in the development, maintenance and improvement of health science program within local, state or national community.

C. Alumni Membership

Former active members who have separated from the health science program, in good standing with their chapter, may maintain their membership in HOSA.

D. Honorary Membership

These shall be persons who have made significant contributions to the development of Health Occupations Students of America and/or have rendered outstanding services to the association.  The names of individual to consider for the membership shall be submitted by a local chapter to the Executive Committee for approval by a two-thirds vote.  They are lifetime members and their dues are paid annually by the submitting chapter.

Section 4. Monetary Assessment

A. The membership year shall be from September 1 through August 31.

B. The State annual monetary assessment per member shall be determined by the Executive Committee.

C. The National and State annual monetary assessment shall be forwarded to the National HOSA office prior to January 1.

D. No member, with the exception of honorary members, shall be considered in good standing until the monetary assessment has been received in the National HOSA office.

E. Financial reports and audits will be the duty of the State Advisor, with records available upon request to any member.

Article IV. Organization

Section 1.

The Alabama Association of HOSA is an association of local chapters of the State of Alabama operating in accordance with a charter granted by National HOSA.

The Administration of Alabama Association of HOSA shall be vested in the state Executive Committee comprised of the state officers, the Health Science State Specialist, the State HOSA Coordinator and the state officer’s advisors.  Upon dissolution or final liquidation of the association, the State Advisor shall, after paying or making provision for the payments of the liabilities of the association, dispose of the remaining assets of the association in accordance with its purposes, or transfer such assets to an organization or organizations organized and operating exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, or educational purposes, within the meaning of section 501 © (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1985 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law).

Section 3.

The Executive Committee shall be composed of the duly elected state officers, the Health Science State Specialist, State HOSA Coordinator, advisors to the state officers.

Article V. State Officers

Section 1.

The elected student officers of the Alabama Association of Health Occupations Students of America shall be a president, and two representatives from each Alabama HOSA region.

Section 2. Qualifications

State Officers shall have the following qualifications:

A. Currently due paying member in an affiliated chapter and an active member in good standing for at least one year.

B. A minimum of one year of Health Science Education.

C. A scholastic rating above average.

D. Have made outstanding contributions, which demonstrate leadership responsibility directly related to the organization.

E. Have support and approval of the local chapter, advisor, administration and parents or guardians.

Section 3. Elections

A.  The Executive Committee must approve the qualifications of each candidate. 

The candidate that earns the highest number of delegate votes from the Northern and Southern Region shall be the president.  The method of election shall be by secret ballot of the voting delegates.  The results of the vote will be announced at the conclusion of both regional events. 

B. No nomination shall be made from the floor provided that at least one nominee has previously been placed in nomination on the proper form and has been approved by the Executive Committee.  If no nominations have been made in advance, then nominations may be made from the floor.  The Executive Committee must review qualifications of any candidate nominated from the floor.

Section 4.  Term of Office

The state officers of the Alabama Association of HOSA shall be elected to a term of one year.  The term will run from one State or Regional Leadership Conference until the next State or Regional Leadership Conference.
No student officer may serve for more than one complete term in any one office.

Section 5.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of president, the Executive Committee shall appoint the president from the incumbent regions representatives.  Other vacancies in the state officers shall be filled by appointment by the State Advisor with consent of the Executive Committee.  All vacancies are to be filled promptly.

Section 6. Regional Vice Presidents

The voting delegates at the Regional Leadership Conference shall elect each region Vice President.

Section 7. Duties of Elected Officers

Health Occupations Students of America officers (national, state, and local) shall make themselves available, as necessary, in promoting the general welfare of HOSA.

President

It shall be the duty of the president to preside at the State / Regional Conference and the executive meetings, make necessary committee appointments, and develop with the assistance of the Executive Committee an annual Program of Work.

Vice President 

It shall be the duties of the vice president to ensure the protection of the parliamentary authority of the association and to perform such duties as would ensure the smooth conduction of association meetings.

The elected vice presidents shall be appointed to serve as secretary, treasurer or historian as deemed by the Executive Committee.

Secretary

It shall be the duty of the secretary to record the proceedings of all meetings of the Alabama Association; to file all such records with the Alabama Association of Health Occupations Students of America state office within 30 days following their presentation; and to serve in any capacity as directed by the president.

Historian

It shall be the duty of the historian to keep records and other materials of historic importance to Alabama Association Health Occupations Students of America.  A narrative account if the association’s activities during the term of office will be prepared.

The narrative will become an official account of the association to assist the State Advisor with publications, correspondence and public relations between the local chapters, and to serve the association in any capacity as directed by the president,

Postsecondary/Collegiate Representative

The Postsecondary/Collegiate Division Vice President shall preside over post secondary/collegiate level meetings and serve on the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE IV.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1. Members and Functions

The State Executive Committee shall be composed of elected officers and the State Advisor who serves with no vote.

The functions of the State Executive Committee are to:

· Interpret the national program and to promote the chapter participation in carrying out goals and objectives.

· Adopt and interpret state program of work

· Plan to conduct meetings

· Inform members of national programs

· Provide opportunities for members to perform membership roles

· Transact other business of the state association

Section 2.  State Advisor

The HOSA Advisor shall be the state specialist of health science or a person designated by the state specialist. The HOSA State Coordinator
 shall be appointed by the State Advisor.
Section 3. Advisory Committee

The local advisors to the incumbent state regional vice presidents shall serve on the State Advisory Committee/HOSA Management Team and serve with no vote. The regional advisory will be elected annually. The term of office shall be one year and the advisors shall not serve a consecutive term.  The functions of the State Advisory Committee/ HOSA Management Team shall be to:

· Assist state officers in carrying out assignments

· Review budget for the state association

· Attend State Executive Committee sessions

· Carry out exemplary projects of local chapters.

ARTICLE VII. VOTING

Section 1.

Voting shall be the duty of delegates appointed from local chapters by their advisor.  Each local chapter will have two votes.

Section 2.

A voting delegate must be present at the State Leadership Conference to vote.

Section 3.

Voting delegates to the National Leadership Conference shall be the current State President and as many Regional Vice Presidents as allowed by the National guidelines.

The purpose of the conference shall be to:

· Elect and install officers

· Hear reports from officers and chapters

· Interpret new projects and emphasis

· Distribute educational materials

· Promote program plans

· Include an awards ceremony

· Hold state competitive events

Section 2. Special Meetings

The State Advisor with the approval of Executive Committees may call special meetings of the Executive Committee or the Alabama Association of Health Occupations Students of America.

ARTICLE IX.  COMMITTEES

 Section 1.  Officer Screening Committee:

A. The Executive Committee and the State Advisory Committee/HOSA Management Team shall appoint the State officer Screening Committee.

Section 2. Program Committee

The program committee shall work with the State Advisor in planning and implementing the Regional Conference Program.  Other committees, standing or special, shall be appointed by the president as the Executive Committee/HOSA Management Team shall deem necessary to carry on the work of the association.  The Executive Committee shall approve all committee appointments.

ARTICLE X. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rule of Order, new revised, shall govern the association in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and social rules of the association may adopt.

ARTICLE XI. AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

Proposed revisions or additional bylaws of the Alabaman Association of Health Occupations Students of America may be submitted in writing to the State Executive Committee/HOSA Management TEAM by any chapter, State Advisor, or member of the State Executive Committee/HOSA Management Team.  The state Executive Committee/HOSA Management Team shall review and assemble the proposed revisions or additional bylaws. Revisions or additional bylaws may be approved by a majority vote of affiliated chapter by mail ballot or hand vote.  Copies of the proposed bylaws shall be sent to chapters one month prior to voting. 
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