	A few days ago I asked for suggestions on a baby-sitting unit for eighth graders.  Following are the many responses that I got.  Attached is an assignment that Caren Walker sent.  Also attached is the assignment and scorecard for what I decided I would do with my students.  As recommended I went to the Utah education site and found some good materials on guiding children, which I think will work well for my class.

 

 

A few years ago I had to switch the babysitting unit from 8th grade to 6th grade but I still kept in the "reading" component.  I read to the students everyday a favorite "classic" children's book (Goodnight Moon, If you Give a Mouse A Cookie, etc.) and then we analyze it to what ages the book is appropriate for, what type of development the book enhances and why it is a good book for children.  I start each class with this activity and take 10- 15 minutes before doing the other activities of the day. After 2 weeks of reading books they have to do a book report on a children's book and present their report to a small group in class.  This is good for any grade level and stress the importance of reading to young children!  I have attached the grade sheet I use.


 

I used several items from the Utah website.
www.uen.org
There is a lesson on the history of toys, and several other lessons.

I am using the Red Cross Babysitting Course for the 6th grade.  I
contacted the Red Cross of Huntington County and they provided me with
instructor and student books, DVDs, babies, diapers, bottles, etc. and
they will come and teach the CPR to the students. Its a great program. 
You might check if Wells Co. also offers that service. Good Luck.

 

I did a small babysitting unit with my 7th grade girls. I used the book The Smart Girls Guide to Babysitting. It is an American Girl book. It had a lot of ideas and suggestions. It is geared toward girl but I think you could use it as a resource. My students made a babysitting survival kit and guide.  

 

I use the American Red Cross.  I went through the training and am a certified trainer.  I then certify all my students.  You should check it out through your local office.  The PE
teachers certify the cpr/first aid and I do the babysitters and the kids do not pay for any of it.  We pay a bulk rate of $50 per year for all our students.



 


