I have the students choose a birth defect and do a powerpoint presentation about it for the class.  We spend 2-3 days in the computer lab creating their powerpoints, and another 2 days in class presenting.  I have attached the instruction sheet, list of birth defects, and  scoresheet that I use.

Feel free to edit as necessary.  The students seem to enjoy this assignment.

I hear many comments (usually surprise at what they are finding) from them as they gather information and pictures for their powerpoints.  I think it is a much better learning experience for them than if they just read the information from a text, and it is definitely hands-on.

BIRTH DEFECTS POWERPOINT PRESENTATION

Create a Powerpoint presentation describing an environmental or genetic birth defect.  References may include information found on the Internet, reference books, etc.  You may start by using www.ibis-birthdefects.org or Google your birth defect to find additional information.  Many of the birth defects may have organizations with their own website.  You may also use interviews and other appropriate sources.  

Your presentation should be 12-15 slides in length.  You may include photographs, graphs, and charts. 

Answers to the following questions must be included in your Powerpoint:

1. What is the defect?

2. What are the symptoms?

3. What populations does the defect most commonly affect directly or indirectly?

4. What is the cause of the defect? 

5.  Is the cause genetic, environmental, or a combination of both?

A. If the cause is genetic, is it a dominant or recessive trait or is it the result of a mutation?

B. If it is environmental, what conditions lead to its cause?

C. If it is a combination of both genetic and environmental, what are the conditions?

6. When is the defect most commonly diagnosed?

7. How is the defect most commonly diagnosed?

8. How is the defect treated and who monitors the defect?  What is the hope for a cure in the future?

9. Is there any way to prevent the defect?  If so, what precautions are needed?

10. Does the community support those who are affected by providing any groups or services? (March of Dimes, United Way, etc.)

A.  What types of support or services do these groups provide?

BIRTH DEFECTS TOPICS

Cerebral Palsy

Cleft Lip/ Palate

Clubfoot

Congenital AIDS

Congenital Heart Defect

Cystic Fibrosis

Down Syndrome

FAE  (Fetal Alcohol Effects)

FAS  (Fetal Alcohol Syndrome)

Fragile X Syndrome

Hemophilia

Huntington’s Disease

Low Birth Weight

Muscular Dystrophy

Over the counter drug use (Ibuprofen)

PKU  (Phenylketonuria)

Sickle Cell Anemia

SIDS  (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome) 

Spina Bifida and/or Hydrocephalus

Street Drugs- Cocaine/Crack

Tay-Sachs Disease

Infections during Pregnancy-


Xrays (radiation exposure)


Rubella (German Measles)


Toxoplasmosis


Chicken Pox


STDs

Prenatal Screenings-


Amniocentisis


CVS  (Chorionic Villi Sampling)


Ultrasound


AFP  (Alpha-fetoprotein)

Name ____________________________

Period ____________________________

BIRTH DEFECTS POWERPOINT SCORESHEET

Description of defect.





10

_____

Symptoms.







10

_____


Populations most commonly effected.



10

_____

Cause of defect.






10

_____



Genetic- dominant or recessive trait.


Environmental- conditions leading to it.


Combination- conditions leading to it.

When most commonly diagnosed.



10

_____

How diagnosed.






10

_____

Treatment of defect. 





10

_____

Person monitoring treatment.


Hope for cure.


Preventative measures/ precautions.



10

_____

Community services/support.




10

_____







Total Points

90

_____







         Grade


__________

