Design on a Dime/Fashion Design

Instructions for Basic Purses

Supplies

½ yard fabric 

½ yard lining

½ yard interfacing

Thread

Handles

Trim

Stiff plastic canvas

Large snap

Purse
· Make 13 X 13 pattern for outside and lining

· Cut out all pieces

· Baste or fuse interfacing to wrong side of purse

· Using 1/2“seam allowance, stitch front to back at sides and bottom leaving corners open.  Trim interfacing close to stitching.

To make bottom of purse

· Match bottom seam with side seam. It is very important that these two seams match and is centered.  Start at the point and measure across until the width across is:  2” for small, 3” for medium and 4” for tote bag.  Mark a stitching line.  Do this on both sides. Stitch across this line.  Be sure to backstitch.
· Depending on type of trim, it may need to be attached at this time if it is sewn in the seam.

· If you using acrylic or wood handles, you will need to make fabric hinges to attach the handles.(1 X 3)    Mark purse where you would like for the straps or hinges to be attached and  attach them to the right side of purse.  Keep end of strap or hinges even with top of purse.

Lining

· Make lining same as purse, leaving a 4” opening in the bottom for turning. Sew snap on the right side 1½” from upper edge in the center. 

· With right sides together pin the lining to the purse (over handles/straps).  Keep upper edge even. Stitch the upper edge.

· Turn purse by pulling the outside thru the opening of lining.  Push lining into purse.

· Cut canvas the same size as the bottom of the purse.  Insert canvas between purse and lining thru opening of lining and tack on all four corners and in the middle.  Stitch opening.

· If using an outside trim attached it at this point.
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