HEALTH, FAMILY, AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

HEALTH SCIENCE

HEALTH SCIENCE (HS) is a secondary career/technical program that prepares students to successfully enter a career in healthcare.  Students participate in simulated healthcare activities in classroom and laboratory assignments that give opportunities for exploration and identification of individual interests and abilities.  As students progress through the program, they are given community-based clinical assignments that provide observation and experiences in various healthcare specialty areas.  Clinical experience can also be provided through internships/mentorships/preceptorships to allow more in-depth learning. Health Science courses are as follows:

 Clinical Spectrum is a one- or two-credit foundational course that provides students with the opportunity to become competent healthcare workers and contains content knowledge for all subsequent Health Science courses. 

Therapeutic Innovations and Dynamics of Diagnostics Nucleus is a one-credit core course designed to introduce students to these two areas of healthcare.  This prerequisite introductory course enables students to make choices regarding the appropriate career pathway: Therapeutic Innovations and /or Dynamics of Diagnostics.

Therapeutic Innovations is a one-half credit course that introduces students to occupations or functions primarily involved in changing the health status of the patient/client over time. Course content specifies core knowledge and skills needed by workers in the therapeutic cluster. Therapeutic/Diagnostic Nucleus is the prerequisite course for Therapeutic Innovations.

Dynamics of  Diagnostics is a one-half credit course that provides students with an understanding of diagnostic services.  Diagnostic services create a picture of a patient/client health status at a single point in time.  Therapeutic/Diagnostics Nucleus is the prerequisite course for Therapeutic Innovations.

Environmental Health is a one-credit course that provides students with information regarding occupations or functions involving direct or indirect patient/client care that creates a therapeutic environment for providing that care.  A minimum of one credit in Clinical Spectrum is the prerequisite for Environmental Health.

Data Link is a one-credit course that provides students with information regarding occupations or functions that document patient/client care. Course content specifies core knowledge and skills needed by workers in the information services career path.  A minimum of one credit in Clinical Spectrum is the prerequisite for Data Link.  

Health Science has the following Optional Courses:

Kaleidoscope of Health Careers and Community Health  are introductory one-half credit courses  beginning  in Grade 9 or Grade 10 which provide students with a general overview of clinical health sciences.  These courses serve to stimulate further student interest in Health Science careers.  No prerequisite is required.

Health Speak is a one-half credit course that enables students to utilize the Internet and other technology resources to learn a new language that acquaints them with a variety of topics related to Health Science.  No prerequisite is required.

Drugs in Society is a one-half credit course that introduces students to issues regarding drugs as they impact health and lifestyles.  Topics addressed include legal and illegal use of drugs, lifesaving treatments of pharmaceutical agents, and the role of concerned citizens in drug legislation and drug education.  No prerequisite is required.

Children’s Health Issues is a one-half credit course that allows students to identify specific needs relative to the growth and development of children.  Effects of child health on lifetime health are explored together with the roles of parents, educators, and society with respect to child health insurance coverage and care available in both rural and urban locales.  No prerequisite is required.

Senior Health Issues is a one-half credit course that allows students to examine lifestyles of retired active seniors in the areas of exercise, nutrition, socialization, and community participation.  Pharmaceutical and healthcare needs of elderly persons reaching the age of 80 and beyond are the focus of this course.  Consumer issues, economics, and health insurance coverage for major illnesses are explored together with caregiver needs and options for the elderly with significant illnesses.  No prerequisite is required.

Consumer Health and Safety is a one-half credit course that enables students to explore information sources such as Medline Plus, governmental and nongovernmental sites, list serve groups, and E-mail groups.  Health information provided by healthcare providers for alternative therapies and natural remedies is explored and evaluated including cost of healthcare treatment and best use of the consumer’s health dollar.  No prerequisite is required.

Mental Health Issues Across the Lifespan is a one-half credit course that introduces students to a range of mental health issues from handicapping conditions of childhood to depression to caring for an aging parent with cognitive defects.  This course focuses on the coping, surviving, and thriving strategies utilized by persons experiencing these situations.  Resources for strengthening relationships, networking with others, and allocating resource equitably are addressed through the content of this course.  Human dimensions of mental health concerns and society’s response to these concerns are also components of this course.  No prerequisite is required.

Healthscience Continuum (Internship) an accelerated program of study, is a two-credit course offered to students who have competed a clinical major and have a health career objective leading to immediate employment or postsecondary study. Clinical assignments comprise at least 60 percent of the Health Science Internship course.  Course content, delivered primarily through individualized study, includes career-related skills, healthcare system, communication, emergency skills, and pharmacology.  Internships focus on specific healthcare professions. The prerequisite is a minimum of one credit in Clinical Spectrum, or one credit in Clinical Majors, or three credits in biology, advanced biology, chemistry, or physics.

