SAMPLE LESSON PLAN FORM


	COURSE:  Precalculus
	LESSON TITLE:

Saving and Investing

	Topic Overview:

Students will compare simple versus compound interest.
	GRADE LEVEL:

11-12
	Estimated Time:
2-3 class periods

	Content Standard(s):

AL COS, Precalculus #4
Analyze the graphs of rational, logarithmic, exponential, trigonometric, and piece-wise defined functions by determining domain and range, identifying any vertical, horizontal, or oblique asymptotes; and classifying the function as increasing, decreasing, continuous or discontinuous, and noting the type of discontinuity if one exists.  


	Testing Objective Correlation:

AHSGE Standard II:  The student will be able to solve equations and inequalities.
     *  Objective #1:  Solve multi-step equations of first degree.
AHSGE Standard IV:  The student will be able to apply  formulas.

AHSGE Standard VII:  The student will be able to solve problems involving a variety of algebraic and geometric concepts.  
     *  Objective 8:  Solve problems involving algebraic concepts.

	Personal Financial Literacy Standards:

Saving and Investing Standard #1:  Explain the relationship between saving and investing.  
Saving and Investing Standard #2:  Describe reasons for saving and reasons for investing.  

· Benchmark 9-12 #2:  Tax-exempt and tax-deferred investments significantly 
     increase an investor’s total return over time.
· Benchmark 9-12 #3:  Wealth increases with regular saving, time, and 
     frequent compounding.  

· Benchmark 9-12 #7:  Employer sponsored retirement savings programs 
     provide many advantages to workers.  



	Materials/Equipment/Technology Resources:
· Personal Finance for the Economics Classroom, Alabama Securities Commission: Unit 2: Decision Making in Savings and Investing, pages 2.10-2.21

· Personal Finance for the Economics Classroom, Alabama Securities Commission: Unit 5: Financial Planning, pages 5.25-5.30 (Allocating money for retirement savings programs)

· www.practicalmoneyskills.com – Teacher resources, lesson plans (Lesson 12:  Saving and Investing)



	Procedures/Activities/Learning Experiences:

Students will compare interest earned from savings using both simple and compound interest (using scientific calculator and internet web-based financial calculator).  Students should compare benefits of continuous compounding over annual, quarterly or monthly interest compounding. 

Students will see advantages and disadvantages of common saving and investment vehicles and note short and long term effects of various saving and investment choices.



	Assessment:



	Optional Enrichment:

Use M&Ms with a lab activity to contrast simple versus compound interest.


