What’s Hot/What’s Cool

Teaching with Technology

Quia ( pronounced kee-ya) is a Web page for educators.

www.quia.com
· Design games

· Make quizzes

· Calendar for events

· Survey students

· Mass email students in a class

· Students have easy access to email the teacher

· Grades from quizzes and games done on the web can be recorded and viewed by the teacher.

· Free 30-day trial period.

· $49.95/year….a bargain for all you get!

PowerPoint

PowerPoint is a Microsoft program that is very versatile in the classroom.  Teachers can use PowerPoint to create lessons or overviews that will visually give students insight, and often hold their attention.  

· Teacher Use:  (examples)

A. Registration 

B. Measuring Techniques

· Student Use:

Students can be assigned to create a PowerPoint presentation as a project. A 10-slide presentation with a title page and reference page really makes students consider their material carefully while creating a fun outlet to learn!

A. Decade Designs – Students chose a decade and presented pictures and “signs of the times” in their presentations.  Many chose to download music of the era to their presentations as well. Student’s grades included a presentation grade. This project also allowed students to “surf” in Internet for ideas!

B. Display Design – Students were given digital cameras to use for the day at a mall.  Pictures were made of windows and displays throughout stores.  Students included pictures as well as detailed information about how the principles and elements of design were used to create an image to sell, the market of the display and the overall affect of the display design.  Not only were students allowed to utilize more technology (digital cameras), but also had to critically consider design techniques while creating their PowerPoint presentation.

Video Editing

There is a number of video editing programs, one of which is included in the Windows 2004 package.  These programs allow you to download video to the computer.  You can slice and edit the program as you wish, as well as add music to the program.  

· Example: Architecture Styles

ALEX – Alabama Learning Exchange

www.alex.state.al.us
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